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The program is in 2 schools, with 60 hard working girls and boys.
They need your donation to help them get to the finish line!
$71 per month supports the education of 1 student!

Return to school

The schools were closed for the summer vacation from
2021 December 01 to 2022 February 01. On February 02
the schools reopened. The 30 children from grade 9
move up to grade 10, and 30 new students will enter our
program in grade 9. These students are selected by the
principals based on poverty, cognitive ability and interest
to follow high school.

Student/parent contract

3

givers came to either school on February 17 to sign a
contract to agree to give the high school program their
full attention, to support their child’s school attendance
and to help out in the kitchen as contraparte.

Directors’ visit

Two of our Canadian directors, Cathy McNabb, BEF’s
FaceBook editor, and Hans Juergensen came to visit the
program. They stayed 15 days in Bolivia. On March 02

As in the previous year the new students and their care
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we visited both schools. First UE Simdn Bolivar then at
noon UE Benedicto Duran where the school staged a
welcome ceremony and invited us for lunch with the
students. The next days we visited La Paz by plane then
made 1,200 km tour by car through western Bolivia,
never to get below 3,500m. Read Hans’ lively story of
their visit.

The World Smiles Mission
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The program received 100 tooth brushes + 24 small
tooth paste tubes from the US The World Smiles Mis-
sion. This is organized by a young student at Purdue
University in West Lafayette. Her father is a dentist.

Uniforms

Last year the boys and girls who are now in grade 10,
received their sports uniform. This year they get their
school uniforms. The new kids in grade 9 received their
sports uniforms.

On Monday morning March 28 | attended the weekly
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school opening ceremony at UE Simon Bolivar.

All 600 children gathered at the covered square. The
national anthem was played and students raised the flag
of Bolivia.

Children made 5 presentations about water, re. World
Water Day. Principal Norka Maldonado gave a speech
and | had to give a speech. | mentioned our 4-0 soccer
win against Jamaica, it got a big applause!

Next a boy and a girl received their uniforms in front of
the whole school, later all received their uniforms in the
office. We handed them the tooth brushes.

Next week uniforms will be distributed at the Benedicto
Duran school.

Food aid

BEF was accepted by Caritas—-Cochabamba to receive
monthly bulk foods donated by Fundacion Jala, a huge
Bolivian software company. A monthly value of $100! In
March we received for the schools 15 litres of cooking oil
and 1 quintal, 46kg, bags with flour, sugar, rice, etc.

New student budget!

In our Newsletter of 2021.09.26, our preliminary budget

was $950 per year per student. Based on the actual ex-
penses during the 2021 fall semester, we could extrapo-
late our student cost to be $850 (USD 650) per year.

Eco-tourism: Vacas + Cascada Toro Wharku

The village of Vacas is about 85 km southeast from
Cochabamba at an altitude of 3,500m. There are pic-
turesque lakes and waterfalls.

bl mm.kumm?.

After a spike in December-February, there are few new
infections. All Bolivians walk in the street with masks.

Covid

Coronavirus Daily
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Fund raising

Only $71 per month supports the education of 1 stu-
dent! Please click the DONATE button to help liberate
these children from their poverty! Your solidarity with
their schooling means a lot to these dirt poor Bolivian
kids.
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Bolivian journey 2022

text ©Hans Juergensen, BEF director
pix ©Willem Langelaan
first of 3 weekly instalments.

Where to go?

After two years of being under employed due to Covid,
Cathy and | needed to get out. We were very attracted to
a beach vacation but we both were wanting more. Sitting
on a beach is wonderful but soaking up some local cul-
ture is so much more interesting. Hey, let’s go and see
Willem’s Bolivia Education Foundation (BEF) work in
Bolivia.

Willem asked us to be on the board of directors of BEF
right from the beginning of its inception. | have known
Willem for many years through our mutual love of soaring
and being members of the SOSA gliding club.

Santa Cruz de la Sierra

We booked our flights on Copa Airlines from Toronto to
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, with a stop over in
Panama. Willem has learned that this is the easiest way
to get there. Willem flew down to Santa Cruz from
Cochabamba to meet us and we spent a night and a day
in Santa Cruz. We spent the next day wandering the
streets around the hotel. Just being in the warm air was
great and Santa Cruz looked like many other southern
towns. Buildings were in the Spanish style but looked
like they all needed work. It was Sunday and there was
the upcoming carnival, so preparations were under way,
streets were blocked off and booths were being set up
everywhere.

Boliviana de Aviacion, BoA

The next day the three of us flew on BoA from Santa
Cruz to Cochabamba (where Willem lives) this is about a
40 minute internal flight. Willem said we should leave the
hotel an hour before departure. | thought this was crazy,
a 20 minute ride through town, which leaves 40 minutes
to check in a bag, get through security lines, find the
gate and board.

This idea does not compute to a Canadian travelling
every day to Toronto airport with our line-ups, and secu-
rity drama.

He assured me this was more than enough time.... | was
not comfortable cutting it that close... Well Well Well, we
get to the airport in 15 minutes, get dropped off, pay the
cabbie, walk up to the BoA counter, check in our bag, go
upstairs to the security line up that is three individuals
long, go through a rather quick informal security check
(water is no problem) and walk 2 minutes to our gate.
Now we still have 35 minutes to contemplate my anxiety.
Willem says nothing, he has already adjusted to the Boli-
vian mind set.

Tickets for internal flights on BoA are cheap. We fly from
Santa Cruz to Cochabamba, later on, we fly from
Cochabamba to La Paz and back, then back to Santa
Cruz for our trip home. These flights were all about
40-50 minutes and cost between Bs.250 to Bs.315 Boli-
viano's per leg. That is $50-$64. One Canadian dollar
gets you 5 Boliviano's.

Cochabamba
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From the airport to his residence was about 20 minutes
by cab and cost Bs.50 Bolivianos ($10).

| am also starting to get a feeling for Bolivian driving and
it's based once again on the philosophy of “get it done
with minimum drama”. There are few traffic lights, or
often none at all. Go to the intersection, when it's your
turn advance with minimum delay and get out of the
way, oh yeah, don't hit anyone. They are very good driv-
ers, we North Americans could learn from them... and
most of all no anger, no drama...
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Cathy and | met “Patty” Willem's land lady, A Bolivian,
very kind but “no bullshit” woman who | liked instantly.
Her English was as limited as my Spanish, but with
Willem and Cathy's help | could communicate. We were
offered the use of the kitchen, but she usually had food
already prepared.

Barbijo

At the time of our visit, Covid face masks are mandatory
everywhere. Walking down a street, in a cab, in a build-
ing. If you aren't wearing one, a cop will tell you to put
your "barbijo" ( bar bee ho) on. No arguments.

We get home and order pizza from a connection Willem
has, (Willem has many connections) and we walk to this
very cool place that is a pizzeria and a small hotel. It was
very unique, | felt like | was in somebody's house that
has been opened to the public. It turns out that is exactly
what the owner did, she made a beautiful little restau-
rant/ take out restaurant where you could also rent a
room. Entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well here.

Simon Bolivar school

The next day we were finally going to see the kids in the
schools that the Bolivia Education Foundation, BEF,
sponsors. These two schools are about 5km apart in
Colcapirhua, a suburb 10km west of Cochabamba.
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minute drive into the poorer areas. The door to the
walled school was opened and we entered the school
yard. Low single or two storied very basic buildings are
built around a large open tin roofed gymnasium. Every-
thing is concrete with the usual steel roof. The gymnasi-
um had a class of young kids, maybe 10 years old run-
ning around under the guidance of a gym teacher. The
kids all wear school uniforms. They all looked up to see
the tall gringo's walking by. | love kids when they are still
not self conscious, they are real, they wave or just stare
at us. Willem spoke a few words to the teacher while a
soccer ball was being kicked around. At one point the
ball came straight to me. It was the most beat up dilapi-
dated ball | have ever seen. How could this thing still be
inflated? It looked like it had 100,000 km on it. Since |

. could not really partake in the Spanish conversation, |
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thought | would goof off with the kids. | stopped the ball
with my foot and scouted out a kid that | would kick the
ball to. At this moment all the kids just stopped and
stared at me. There was no "pass it to me, hey! Over
here" they just looked... .| picked a kid farther away and
hoofed the ball with moderate force towards him. He
waited a second and ran to intercept it. | realized at that
moment that the kids were in a fairly strict school. This
was not like a Canadian school where the interactions
from students to adults is a little more casual. It was a
little more reserved.

We were directed to a classroom where some of BEF’s
beneficiary students were in class. We were being es-
corted by the school secretary and as | walked into the
class room of students | felt like we were intruding. Just
as the secretary asked the teacher if we could visit
Willem said to me "watch, the students will all stand up
as we enter" He had not finished that sentence when
upon entering the students all immediately stood up and
stopped talking. The room was concrete walls with very
spartan furnishings. Wooden chairs and tables and a
chalkboard at the front wall, pretty basic. Our tour secre-
tary explained who we were. She asked the students
who were in our BEF program to raise there hands,
about half the kids raised their hands. It was a bit stiff
and | tried to say we just came from Canada and it was

"muy frio" very cold, but got little reaction. My Spanish
was just not good enough and | thought it would be best
if | just shut up. We handed out little Canadian flag pins
to each student and they took them silently or got a
slight smile with a reserved "gracias". As | was handing
out a pin to the students | tried to make eye contact
which was met with limited success, the kids were shy
and looked away. | looked at the note books and saw the
note taking was incredibly neat and well done. These
were not spoiled kids, they were working hard. A feeling
of respect for these kids was forming in my heart. Willem
said a few words of encouragement and told them
"much success" and we left the room.

We went to another class room and got a very similar
reaction, reserved respect but little other reaction. We
handed out more Canadian pins, Willem said a few
words of encouragement and we left the classroom.

y

They then showed us the lunchroom that had been built
with municipal funds. It was a low outlying building adja-
cent to the classrooms and had recently been renovated
to include a cooking area and a small cafeteria style eat-
ing area that could seat maybe 60 kids. At 15 kids per
grade times 4 years of high school, this works out per-
fectly. The kitchen was already stocked with dry goods
which are bought at the market by the school secre-
taries. Part of the BEF program is to feed the kids a de-
cent breakfast and a hot lunch so they can do their
homework afterwards.

We said our good byes and thanked them for the tour
and got into the waiting cab and drove a few kilometres
across town to the next school.

Benedicto Duran school

This was in a slightly nicer area, and had a small court
yard by the school entrance where venders had their
little carts selling candies.
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Again we entered the school gates and were almost im-
mediately in the same style open walled steel roofed
gymnasium. Like the last school the gymnasium had
cement bleachers and the classrooms surrounding the
gym in a two story parged cement style open hallway
courtyard facing arrangement. This school was a little
more upscale. | noticed immediately that there was a
microphone and speakers set up along a bit of a stage
area in the gym with chairs set up behind the micro-
phone. | thought "oh cool, maybe we get to see an as-
sembly in a Bolivian school" | wonder what this is all
about? We were met by school officials and escorted to
the white chairs on "the stage" and asked to sit down.
Then it suddenly hit me... is this for us?

We were handed a loot bag style of things that was basi-
cally the program of this assembly and various other
goodies. We were also each given a shoe box with a
brand new full school uniform. | wasn't sure what this
was for.
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A teacher got on the microphone and made announce-
ments in Spanish that all students were to report to the
the gym. Now, my Spanish isn't good enough that | un-
derstood all that, but | got a few words and the fact the
kids in uniform were pouring out of all class rooms and
filing into the court yard was pretty obvious. On com-
mand the students formed in three groups.

We were mtroduced to the whole school. Willem as the
creator and Cathy and | as directors. There was a very
passionate speech from a woman who was the principal,
a teacher, and a father of one of our students. Each
made a heartwarming thank you speech to us. | was
completely gob smacked. Willem, Cathy and | were
treated like rock stars. | was truly touched by the grati-
tude of these people. Then, as if that were not enough all
the kids sang the school song, well, there's a tear jerker.

Willem got up and made a short impromptu speech in
Spanish which | did not get, but | could tell he was get-
ting a little emotional, this was not what he expected
either.

Then all the kids in the BEF program turned out to be the
group directly in front of us, now it all made sense, they
were the only ones not in full uniform because the uni-
forms had not arrived yet. Only a few had arrived and in
an official public ceremony Willem, Cathy and | gave the
first three uniforms to three students of the group. It was
very touching.

Three students then in full traditional “Tinku” costume
did a traditional Bolivian dance with lots of energy. It
simulated the fight between villagers to draw blood
which is a sacrifice to "Pachamama" (Mother Earth) to
ensure a good crop that year.
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We ate with the kids and | tried to spark up a conversa-
tion with them but it was difficult, they were shy and my
Spanish is poor. We had " pollo" chicken, rice, vegeta-
bles and “choclo" corn. | noticed the kids ate their entire
meal with a spoon. As each kid finished their meal they
thanked us very politely but | didn't do anything to de-
serve that kind of gratitude. | was really starting to like
these people. Very kind, hard working, grateful and no
drama.

When the dance was done the "helmets" of the male
dancers were put on Willem’s and my head for a fun
photo op. The assembly was over and in semi military
fashion all students turned sharply 180 degrees and
walked back to their class rooms.
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We said our good byes and took our loot bag of goodies
and walked out the door. | turned to Willem and said: "oh
my God Willem, you are a hero to these people! Did you
know this was going to happen?" "l had no idea" he
said.

| was hit with the incredible feeling one gets from doing
something really positive for others, you cannot buy this
feeling. It is truly wonderful. There is great kindness in
this world. Even though at this very moment Putin is
bombing the Ukrainian people, there are countless peo-
ple all over the world quietly making this a better place. |
salute all of you. Willem is doing his part to make a bet-
1 ter future for these kids. We took a cab back to the

We were then shown the kitchen where the lunches are house...

made for the BEF kids. The lunch is mostly made by the  what a day!

mothers of our kids. Again the secretaries buy all the
necessary food for the lunch with BEF funds.

Hans Juergensen
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Give these kids
a future without poverty
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